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MARAD FOR BLACKWELL AND BOURDON 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: ETRD, UR, US 
SUBJECT: MARINE CARGO INSURANCE 
REF: MOSCOW 5643 

1 . UNDERSTAND SOVIETS UNABLE TO MAKE DECISION ON DATES 
FOR MARINE INSURANCE NEGOTIATIONS UNTIL END OF APRIL. 

WHEN THEY ARE READY TO DO SO, REQUEST EMBASSY CONVEY 
FOLLOWING TO THEM. 

2. IN VIEW OF FACT THAT TWO SIDES HAVE HAD DIFFICULTY IN 
AGREEING ON DATES FOR MARINE INSURANCE TALKS AND NOTING 
THAT US PROPOSALS FOR DATES OF INSURANCE TALKS ARE 
UNACCEPTABLE TO SOVIETS. WE ARE READY TO ENTERTAIN 
SOVIETS' PROPOSAL FOR DATES WHEN THESE TALKS COULD TAKE 
PLACE IN LONDON. 

3. WE CONTINUE TO BELIEVE LONDON IS PROPER VENUE FOR 
INSURANCE TALKS FOR FOLLOWING REASONS: (A) IT IS MARINE 
INSURANCE AND SHIPPING CENTER; (B) IT IS ROUGHLY HALFWAY 
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ANY GREAT TRAVEL HARDSHIP ON EITHER DELEGATION (ALTHOUGH 
IN FACT LONDON IS MUCH CLOSER BY AIR TO MOSCOW THAN IT 
IS TO WASHINGTON); (C) HOLDING NEGOTIATING SESSIONS 
ALTERNATELY IN US AND SOVIET EMBASSIES IN LONDON ENSURES 
THAT NEITHER SIDE WILL FEEL DISADVANTAGED. KISSINGER 
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